
Session 1 



How do we keep in touch 
with our friends and family 

today?

Discussion…



We can keep in touch by…

typing an email

speaking on FaceTime
making a phone call

sending a text

writing a post card

sending a letter



We are very lucky to have lots of ways to keep in 
contact with people. However, in the past it was 

not that easy!

We are going to learn about a 
famous gentleman called Rowland 
Hill who is local to Kidderminster. 

He made some BIG changes to 
help people communicate better!



Rowland Hill was born on 3rd December 1795 in Blackwell Street in 
Kidderminster.  Can you find Blackwell Street on the map?  

Later in his life, he moved to London and when he died he was buried in Westminster Abbey which 
is where lots of Kings and Queens are buried because he was a very important man.



Rowland Hill lived for a long time in Kidderminster and Birmingham and did lots of important things. 
People in Kidderminster are very proud of Rowland Hill because he was very important.  Have you 
heard his name before?  

Look at these pictures.  Have you seen these places before? What do they have to do with Rowland 
Hill?  



Rowland Hill was alive from 1795 to 1879.  He did lots of things in his life and helped lots of people.  
Look at the timeline to see where his life fits in with other important things.  Would Rowland Hill 
have ever watched the television?



Here are some picture clues for what Rowland Hill is 
famous for.

Can you guess what it is?

Watch the video to find out all about Rowland Hill’s 
big idea…  https://postalheritage.wordpress.com/tag/key-stage-1/

https://postalheritage.wordpress.com/tag/key-stage-1/


Before 1840, sending a letter cost 12 times more than a loaf of bread!
The cost was based on the distance a letter travelled and the number of 
pages it contained. Unlike today, the person who received the letter 
usually paid for it. 

©The Postal Museum 

Two examples of early sealed letters.  

Early letters were written on 
paper, folded and sealed.



Rowland Hill invented the Penny Black stamp so that people could pay for their letters before they sent them.  
This was so that it was easier and cheaper to send letters.  

Look at the picture of the Penny Black stamp.  How is it the same as stamps that we have today?  The picture 
on the stamp is of Queen Victoria.  She was the Queen in 1840.  

Who is on the stamps that we have today?

The Penny Black 1840 Modern Stamp, 2020

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=penny+black+stamp&view=detailv2&&&id=B69255E733B4DF9C5B061D1E1856D6749D25015F&selectedIndex=0&ccid=0n6nqaV/&simid=608016435915066044&thid=JN.qruFUAz4vQA5lPmfrsTyoA
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=british+stamp&view=detailv2&&&id=78F4F5AC2B0F4EE497B5D95629D8887C540AF4DD&selectedIndex=3&ccid=EzHn19LT&simid=608005440798524835&thid=JN.pBvhmeOyVLNME%2bRD%2b/wXNQ


Modern stamps have Queen Elizabeth on, but there are also 
other stamp designs used for different occasions. Some 
people collect different stamp designs too.



Task
Design your own stamp. 

You can choose your own theme for your stamp or 
choose a theme from the ideas below. This activity can 

be completed on a plain piece of paper. 

?

A summer 
themed 
stamp

A St. 
Catherine’s 

themed 
stamp

A 
Kidderminster 

themed

stamp

A NHS 
themed 
stamp
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Recap…

Rowland Hill was responsible for the first ever 
postage stamp in 1840. 

This enabled people to pay for their letters 
before they sent them.  This was so that it 
was easier and cheaper to send letters. 

Rowland Hill

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=penny+black+stamp&view=detailv2&&&id=B69255E733B4DF9C5B061D1E1856D6749D25015F&selectedIndex=0&ccid=0n6nqaV/&simid=608016435915066044&thid=JN.qruFUAz4vQA5lPmfrsTyoA


In 1840, phones had no been invented and 
neither had the internet. The only way of 
communicating with family and friends who lived 
far away was to write to them. 

To find out more about the Penny Black, watch this 
clip below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6LoN0WObAo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6LoN0WObAo


This is a multiple choice quiz. You must choose your answer out of the 3 available options. 
Write down your answers and check them on the next slide. 

1. What year was the first postage stamp invented?  A, 2020    B, 1880   C, 1840

2. How much did the first stamp cost? A, 1 shilling          B, 1 penny       C, 1 pound

5. Which Queen featured on the first stamp?  

A, Queen Elizabeth         B, Queen Victoria           C, Queen Margaret 

3. Where was Rowland Hill born?   A, Birmingham     B, London      C, Kidderminster

4. What was the first stamp called?   A, Penny Black   B, Pound black   C, Penny Red
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Further activity ideas

• Potato stamps
Why not cut up a potato and see what type of stamp 
designs you can create?
Please ask an adult to help you with the cutting.

• Write a thank you letter/card to your postman.
Postmen and women have continued to deliver our post and 
packages throughout this uncertain time. You could write a 
thank you letter to show them you are grateful for all they 
do! 



Further Activity ideas
• Create your own letter and seal.





You could even 
have a go at 
making your own 
ink!


