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	Phoneme: A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word. It is a term that children need to learn. At the beginning of your Synthetic Phonics program it will be represented by one letter; later on it may be represented by two, three or even four letters.


	1 letter:   p                     pin
2 letters:  sh                   sheep
3 letters:  tch                  catch
4 letters:  ough                bought
	Grapheme: A way of writing down a phoneme.
Graphemes can be made up from 1 letter e.g. p, 2 letters e.g. sh, 3 letters e.g. tch or 4 letters e.g ough.


	oa          goat        ‘oa’ digraph
	Digraph: two letters that make one sound

	igh         night        ‘igh’ tri-graph
	Tri-graph: three letters that make one sound

	a_e         cake        ‘a_e’ split digraph
	Split-digraph: when there is a vowel split ‘e’ it changes the vowel from a short vowel sound to a long vowel sound. 


	Reading (decoding)                                

	cat
	Blending: c-a-t … blended makes ‘cat’


	Spelling (segmenting)

	c-a-t
	Segmenting: The word ‘cat’ segmented looks like this: c-a-t. 

	Word types

	in
	VC- vowel consonant 

	dog
	CVC- consonant, vowel, consonant 

	sand
	CVCC-  consonant, vowel, consonant, consonant 

	start 
	CCVCC-  consonant, consonant, vowel, consonant, consonant
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