Year 1 Spelling.
By the end of Year 1 children are expected to read and spell a variety of common exception words (words where the usual phonics and spelling rules don’t apply). In school we call them ‘tricky words’. We practice them on a regular basis in school. 
	Year 1 Common Exception Words.

	the
	a
	do
	to

	today
	of
	said
	says

	are
	was
	were
	is

	his
	has
	I 
	you

	your
	they
	be
	me

	he
	she
	we
	no

	go
	so
	by
	my

	here
	there
	where
	love

	come
	some
	one
	once

	ask
	friend
	school
	put

	pull
	push
	full
	house

	our
	
	
	


Other spellings to practice:
· The days of the week
· Numbers written in words. Zero – ten.
· Words with the spelling pattern ‘tch’. The ‘ch’ sound is usually spelt as ‘tch’ if it comes straight after a single vowel letter e.g. fetch, hutch, kitchen. Exceptions to the rule: rich, much, which, such. 
· Words ending with the ‘v’ sound. English words hardly ever end with the letter ‘v’. The letter ‘e’ normally follows e.g. have, live, give, love. 


Ways in which spellings can be practiced.
[image: Image result for rainbow writing]We try to make spelling practice fun and interactive where possible. Here are some activities you can try at home… 
· Rainbow writing - this involves tracing over a word in various different colours. 
· [image: ]Word rainbow – this is a fun way of practicing different words. Choose a word to practice and write it several times along one ‘bow’. Choose another word and write it in a different colour along another ‘bow’. We have provided one rainbow template to get you started. Templates could be easily drawn. You may find you don’t even need a template  





· Use magnetic letters or letters written on individual pieces of paper. Can the children reorder and sort the letters to spell the word correctly? 
· Highlight, circle or underline the ‘tricky bit’, known sounds or spelling patterns e.g. fetch, patch, kitchen, match. 
· [image: Image result for paint the spelling]Words can be painted on paper, painted with water on dry slabs or brick, chalked, made with plastercine, written in sand/foam and typed or written on an electronic device. Can you think of any other ways to make it fun?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Beat the clock. How many times can you write the word in 30 seconds? 
· Look, say, cover, write, check. This method is given as homework each week. 
· Dictation. The real test with spelling is being able to apply it to writing sentences. Dictate simple sentences to your children which include the words they have been practicing e.g. I love school. My friend came to my house.
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